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1. Jesus' claims imply Deity.

    1) Unique absolute Son of God Lk 20:9-18

        - Distinct from the prophets

        - Jesus transcends humans and angels Matt 11:27

    2) Exercised radical authority in his teaching

        Sermon on the Mount - "I say to you" - Jesus corrects the law

    3) Exercised radical authority in his claim to forgive sins - prodigal son

2. If God raised Jesus form the dead, it implies the alleged blasphemer's claims are vindicated

3. Four facts recognized by the majority of NT critics who have written on the subject of the resurrection

1) Honorable Burial

    2) Empty Tomb

-
from source no later than 4 years after the event, because high priest never mentioned, thus too early to be legendary
· I Cor 15 implies a very early saying, no later than AD 36 

· for Jews resurrection equals physical grave emptying 
· independent evidence and multiple attestation
· lacks legendary development
· discovered by women

· Jewish polemic confirms tomb was empty

    3) Postmortem appearances

· Paul knew the people
· independent evidence and multiple attestation since some of Paul's list of appearances are also found in the gospels

    4) The hypothesis that God raised Jesus from the dead is the best explanation

· modern scholars have no alternative explanation

    Therefore, Jesus' claims are true - vindicated the claims of Jesus where he allegedly slandered God

4. The Easter Faith

· belief in a resurrection contrary to Jewish concept of resurrection

· no concept of a dying Messiah
· No concept of a rising Messiah
· crucifixion showed Jesus to be under God's curse and therefore a heretic - the Pharisees were right along!
· in Jewish thinking there was no resurrection of an individual before the end of the world (always a corporate resurrection at the end of the world)

